To be confirmed at the next meeting
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 4 Drecember 2023
at The Barlow, Edgworth
Present:
Councillor S Danks (in the Chair)

Councillors K Harrison, D Wild, J Rowley, H Dowle and D Appleby 
Also present: 
J Smith (Clerk) 
Apologies:     
Councillor J Rigby
8161
Matters Arising 

Virgin Bank – Clerk to arrange for an e-mail to be sent to Virgin Money expressing our concerns that cheques were signed by a Councillor without ID being checked at branch.
Edgworth Primary School – need to finalise Grants Policy so that the school can complete the application form for the grant for the school crossings person.
Christmas lights switch-on – none went smoothly so need to co-ordinate earlier before next year.
Retrospective planning application – Clerk to e-mail Planning Department to ask if BwDBC have a policy regarding retrospective applications.
8162 
Minutes of the last meeting
Resolved:  That the minutes of the meetings held on 6 November 2023 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
8163
Declarations of Interest
Noted:  Cllr Wild declared an interest in planning application 10/23/0935
8164
Planning Applications
Resolved:  That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/23/0977, 10/22/0935, 10/23/0946, 10/23/1020, 10/23/1022, 10/23/1050 and 10/23/1044
8165
Planning Decisions
Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications.
8166
Accounts to Pay
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Dave Rowley Landscapes 
Lengthsman November
£1466.66

P R Adams 
November salary  
£  410.00 

J Smith
November salary & expenses
£1469.02
Viking

Paper & stamps
£  183.58

E.ON Next
Electricity for toilets
£    25.04
Wylde Media Limited
Annual Hosting & Domain
£    94.00

Black Dog, Belmont
Christmas lights refreshments
£    49.50
8167
New Grants and Donations Awarding Policy
Discussed:  Following on from the decision to fund Edgworth Primary School, in principle, with money towards the cost of a replacement school crossing person, the Council recognised the need for a Grants & Donations Awarding Policy to be drawn up.  The Clerk has drafted a document which was sent to each of the Councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr Appleby had some comments to make regarding the draft documents and it was agreed that he would liaise with the Clerk to add some additional points to make the Policy more secure and fit for use.  The updated Policy to be brought to the next meeting prior to being signed by the Chair.
8168
Precept for 2023-24
Discussed:  Following a discussion around the proposed arrangements for the Parish Precept for 2023-24 it was agreed to increase the precept by 50% to allow for the Council to fund grants to both Edgworth and Belmont Primary schools to allow them to appoint a school crossings person.  The precept has not been increased for the last 4 years which has resulted in the Council’s reserves being significantly reduced and although the increase next year will not increase the reserves to the level they were, it will give the Council some leeway to offer support where it is needed.
8169
Correspondence 
Noted:  Correspondence received since the last meeting was read and noted including

· In the Know – Over £1million of seized criminal’s cash now given to fight crime as Commissioner Snowden awards further £175,000
· In the Know – Keep Warm and Safe this Winter
· In the Know – Over 500 knives recovered in East Lancashire after knife crime operation
· In the Know – Operation Calibre – targeting Lancashire’s most wanted
· E-mail from Jake Berry MP – want a better bus service – complete bus survey
· Neighbourhood News – Our News November 2023
· Consultation on the Developer Contributions and Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
· 2023/24 Local Government Services Pay Agreement – increase approved for Clerk’s salary backdated to April 2023
· Over Hulton Neighbourhood Plan publicity/Neighbourhood Forum Designation
· Query re: garages next to children’s play area in Chapeltown
· BVRA minutes from 7/11/23
· Request for sponsor for Christmas Tree Festival at St Peter’s Church, Belmont – private donation made
· Family Movie Day at St Peter’s Church, Belmont on Saturday 16 December
Request for Clerk to work from office in Barlow for a couple of hours a week – agreed to start from New Year and advertise when, so residents can call in if they want to.
Comments on Planning Applications Received by 4 December 
10/23/0977
Full Planning Application - Proposed apex window fitting incorporated within existing rear gable wall at first floor at 177 Bolton Road, Turton

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/23/0935
Full Planning Application - Erection of temporary outbuilding for storage of machinery and equipment at On The Edge, Broadhead Road , Turton

The Parish Council has already commented on this on application number 10/23/0704 and their views are the same - the size of the building is not proportionate to the size of the land owned.

10/23/0946
Full Planning Application - Proposed single storey in-fill extension to clubhouse with associated outdoor spectator terrace extension at Edgworth Cricket Club, Bolton Road, Turton

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/23/1020
Full Planning Application - Re-modelling of existing ground levels at 51-53 Churchview Cottage, High Street, Chapeltown

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/23/1022
Full Planning Application - Re-modelling of existing ground levels at 55 High Street, Chapeltown

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/23/1050
Listed Building Application - Re-pointing of house to front and side elevations, including chimneys at 75 High Street, Chapeltown

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/23/1044
Prior Approval - Agricultural Building - Proposed agricultural storage building and extension of existing track at Land at Higher Aushaw Farm, Roman Road, Darwen, Hoddlesdon

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

Next Meeting  
               

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 8 January 2024 at  6.45pm in the Library at The Barlow. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.  

…………………………………………………
Signed - Chair 
The meeting closed at 7.35pm
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